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At the very beginning of large scale empirical research on intergenerational social 
mobility, there were early contacts between researchers in Britain and France

David V. Glass, professor at the LSE Jacques Desabie, statistician at the INSEE -
(and chairman of the Research Committee                                            Institut National de la Statistique
of the International Sociological Association                                               et des Études Économiques

that later became the RC28)



In his early career, John Goldthorpe also established a collaboration with a French sociologist



A few years later, John Goldthorpe’s “labor sociologist period” culminated with the 
publication, in 1968 and 1969, together with David Lockwood, Frank Bechhoffer and 
Jennifer Platt, of the three volumes of ‘The Affluent Worker’



After a move from Cambridge to Oxford, participation in the Social Mobility Group at 
Nuffield College; preparation, collection and analysis of the 1972 Oxford Social 
Mobility Survey; and still an interest for the French survey data on social mobility

Questionnaire of the 1972
Oxford Social Mobility Inquiry:
“Study of Occupational Change”

Questionnaire of the
“Enquête Formation Qualification

Professionnelle de 1970”
(INSEE – France)



A 1981 paper in Revue française de sociologie
about trends in social mobility in France between 1953 and 1970

« le reflet d'une tendance de la société française à devenir « plus 
égalitaire » - ou mieux, « moins inégalitaire » - entre ces deux 
dates, en ce qui concerne la répartition des chances de mobilité 
sociale » (p. 166)

“the reflection of a trend in French society to become ‘more 
egalitarian’ – or better, ‘less unequal’ – between these two dates, 
with regard to the distribution of opportunities for social 
mobility”



Social Mobility & Class Structure in Modern Britain (1980)
John H. Goldthorpe (in collaboration with Catriona Llewellyn and Clive Payne)



The class schema and its implementation on French data with the INSEE classification

Erikson R., Goldthorpe J. H. & Portocarero
L. (1979) – “Intergenerational class 
mobility in three Western European 
societies: England, France and Sweden”, 
British Journal of Sociology, 30(4), p. 420.

The class schema for England is in the 
first column.
The second column displays the 
correspondence for France with the 
INSEE two-digit “Catégories socio-
professionnelles”.



Women and class analysis: The debate about the conventional view



I met John Goldthorpe for the first time in Oxford in December 1993, in the context of a 
workshop between the Nuffield Sociology Group and the sociologists from CREST in Paris …
… and John raised a precise and interesting question about degrees of freedom!



The Constant Flux: A Study of Class Mobility in Industrial Societies
(Robert Erikson and John H. Goldthorpe, 1992)



A strong case for The Common Flux – But what about The Constant Flux?
A 1995 paper by John Goldthorpe in Revue française de sociologie about core social 
fluidity – Britain and France between the early 1970s and the mid-1980s

Goldthorpe J. H. (1995), Revue française de sociologie, 36(1), p. 69.



From The Constant Flux (Erikson & Goldthorpe, Clarendon Press, 1992)
to Social Mobility in Europe (Breen (ed.), Oxford University Press, 2004)



And a further step with…
Education and Intergenerational Social Mobility in Europe and the United States 
(Breen & Müller (eds), Stanford University Press, 2020)

“Considering the broad picture, taking each country 
over the whole period we have studied, we find no 
cases in which social fluidity increased without 
either an equalizing effect of educational expansion 
or equalization in the relationship between origins 
and education, or both.”

(Richard Breen & Walter Müller, Chapter 11, p. 287)



On Sociology – Numbers, Narratives, and the Integration of Research and Theory
(Oxford University Press, 2000)
« Causation, Statistics, and Sociology », European Sociological Review, 2001, 17(1)



Sociology as a Population Science (Cambridge University Press, 2016)
Pioneers of Sociological Science – Statistical Foundations and the Theory of Action 
(Cambridge University Press, 2021)
The Making of a Sociologist – Between Being and Knowing (Routledge, 2025)



John H. Goldthorpe


