
 

The purpose of  the SPS Seminar is to 

take stock of  the debates within the 

international scientific community that 

have repercussions for the practice of  

contemporary sociology, and that renew 

the ways in which we construct research 

designs, i.e., the ways in which we connect 

theoretical claims, data collection and 

methods to assess the link between data 

and theory. Several observations motivate 

this endeavor. Increasing interactions 

between social sciences and disciplines 

such as computer science, physics and 

biology outline new conceptual and 

methodological perspectives on social 

realities. The availability of  massive data 

sets raises the question of  the tools 

required to describe, visualize and model 

these data sets. Simulation techniques, 

experimental methods and counterfactual 

analyses modify our conceptions of  

causality. Crossing sociology’s disciplinary 

frontiers, network analysis expands its 

range of  scales. In addition, the 

development of  mixed methods redraws 

the distinction between qualitative and 

quantitative approaches. In light of  these 

challenges, the SPS seminar discusses 

studies that, irrespective of  their subject 

and disciplinary background, provide the 

opportunity to deepen our understanding 

of  the relations between theory, data and 

methods in social sciences.  
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16.11.2018 Ken-Hou Lin (UT Austin)  

Immigration and Wage Distribution in the 

United States. 

14.12.2018 Henning Hillman (Mannheim)  

Quantitative Analysis of  Qualitative Data: The 

Case of  Historical Networks. 

18.01.2019 Stefania Vicari (Sheffield)  

Social Media and Health Issue Publics: A Case 

Study of  BRCA Knowledge Production on 

Twitter. 

15.02.2019 Mirna Safi (Sciences Po)  

The fluidity of  citizenship categories: evidence 

from French longitudinal data.  

15.03.2019 Diego Gambetta (Carlo Alberto, Turin) 

The politics behind the veil. 

19.04.2019 Jen Schradie (Sciences Po)  

The Revolution That Wasn’t: How Digital 

Activism Favors Conservatives. 

17.05.2019 Jens Beckert (MPI, Cologne)  

Fictional Expectations and Capitalist 

Dynamics. 

28.05.2019 Andrew Abbott (Chicago)  

The Infinite Character of  the Social Process: 

Theoretical Problems and Methodological 

Implications. 


