Workshop on Social Mechanisms and Social Structures

September 24-25, 2010
Swedish Collegium for Advanced Study (SCAS), Uppsala

Friday, September 24

9.30 Welcome by Bjorn Wittrock, director of SCAS

9.50-12.30  Social mechanisms. The focus here is on social mechanisms and the current
state of mechanism driven theorizing. The specific question we wish to ponder
is how can research on social structure inform our understanding of social
mechanisms?

12.30-14.00 Lunch at SCAS

14.00-17.30 Social structure. We turn the issue around and focus on recent research on social
structures. We ask what social mechanisms can add to our understanding of
social structure.

17.30 Prof. Marie-Christine Skuncke guides us through the history of Linneanum and
Carl Peter Thunberg

20.00 Dinner at TBA

Saturday, September 25

10.00-13.00 Future contributions. We discuss ideas for contributions towards a joint
publication on social mechanisms and social structure.

13.30 Lunch at TBA

The purpose of this open format workshop is to contribute to a closer connection between
research on social structure and social mechanisms, and thereby advance a social theory that
can be used to explain important social, political, and economic real world phenomena. The

workshop is hosted by SCAS and financially supported by Riksbankens jubileumsfond (RJ).

Conveners: Christofer Edling, Jens Rydgren
Participants: Delia Baldassari, Gunn Birkelund, Mary Brinton, Gianluca Manzo, Hiroshi Ono,
Wendelin Reich, Bo Rothstein, Katherine Stovel, Lars Udehn, P.O. Wikstrém.



